Band Newsletter – updated June 2011


June: Welcome to the gala season! These are not everyone’s favourite jobs, but they are very good income generators – PLEASE support as many as you can – see Karen with your availability. 
We’ve taken delivery of the new stand banners – funded in part by East/Mid Lothian ‘Leader’ funding, the other part from our ‘bonus ball’ fundraising.

Welcome to Mark Pilkington, who has volunteered to become our marching bass drummer. His first engagement is Loanhead Carnival Parade.

We’ve had the first of our section rehearsals – Annie Crookston took the Euph/Bari team through their paces. This was a great success, and a recipe that we can replicate in the future.
July: We’re looking at a band ‘holiday’ this month – but we intend to keep things ticking over with those sectional rehearsals. Watch the e-mails for details.
August: Back to work! – Dalkeith Festival and Gullane Games are important jobs (on the same day) and we have the concert in St Mary’s Church (Tommy’s Church) on the 18th.
People: Again, welcome to Mark on bass drum – and our congratulations and best wishes go to Bill Thomson and Becky, who marry on Saturday 18th (same day as Gorebridge Gala – what a claim!!).
Premises: We’re still in talks with the council over a new bandhall. We’ve rejected their ‘initial offer’ – a place in the Red School in Kirk street (it was unsuitable) but the council have plans drafted up for a new building – it just needs money! In the meantime: we have what we have, which is probably a lot better than what most bands have – 24/7 access. The Council still provides support, and we continue to have very productive meetings with them.
Players and guests: Thanks to everyone who has helped us so far this year – remember, everyone, that we have vacancies within the ranks – don’t think that we just need ‘a cornet player’ or whatever – remember that the players that we already have can move around – some between different instruments – to fill those gaps. Rather than list the vacancies here, speak to Karen – she has the most up-to-date picture.

Thanks to Matt for his hard work on the new website.

Band Management Committee: 

Executive Office bearers are: -

Jim Henderson, Chair

Heather Henderson, Secretary

Fiona Tebbut, Treasurer

Executive Members are: -

Jan Fleming, Vice Chair

Steve Gray

John Rowlands

Craig Savage

Karen Chamberlain, Band Manager

Remember that everyone who is a signed, playing member of the band who is up-to-date with subscriptions is also a non executive member of the committee. 
The committee meets regularly (approx. once/month) – all welcome.

Fundraising: Already mentioned is the bonus ball – this only costs £1 a week – if more players took a ‘shot’, it would generate a lot more money, and you’d have a fair chance of winning!

There are still a good few bonus ball numbers available – would your family and friends want a go? If we sold all of the numbers every week, it would be a really good, steady income, bringing in around £100 a month for the band.

There are other fundraising initiatives on the go at the moment – please sell all of your raffle tickets for the Blu-ray TV, etc. We’ll be starting a ‘200 club’ later this year – and, of course there’s subscriptions. See Fiona RE the subs, and Janice for the fundraising information.

All of this pays for the electricity, the rates, the insurances, and the bus that you sit in when we go to contests. The ties, the badges and the stand banners were all funded out of the bonus ball – so let’s make it even bigger and better! £1 a week is ‘nowt’!

Please do what you can.

Enjoy the summer break – contest day in the autumn looms upon us.
